
IT’S TIME TO SPRING INTO ACTION 

Sunshine, warm temps and that burning desire to get back outdoors signify that 
spring really is finally here!   Now is the perfect time to spring into action to protect 
and preserve the investment made in your home. What follows is my own basic 
Spring Maintenance Check List.  Since we all expect our home and grounds to be a 
safe haven for family and guests, we have to be willing to invest a little time and 
effort in addressing a few regular maintenance items each season.  This list focuses 
on the home exterior.  It will get you outside and might also serve to ensure a safe, 
enjoyable, worry free summer.   

 DEBRIS:  I’m always amazed at the accumulation of debris appearing in the yard as the 
snow melts!  Clear out any leaves, limbs, wood, weeds or grass clippings that may have 
somehow appeared in your yard.  City Ordinance prohibits any debris located where your 
neighbors or anyone driving down the street can see it.  Clearing away any debris is 
always the perfect place to begin a Spring Home Maintenance Check-up and besides, it 
provides instant gratification!   

 TRIP HAZARDS:  Check your driveway and walkways for cracked pavement, ruptures or 
raised cement sections which may be damage from frost heave.   Look for and address 
any trip hazards and prevent weeds from taking up residence at the same time.  Exterior 
slabs (except pool decks) should drain away from the home’s foundation. 

 WIRING:  Take a look at any exterior wiring in your yard to ensure there are no sagging, 
frayed or bare wires.   

 LOOK FOR RUST: Check all metals around the home exterior and yard for signs of rust or 
corrosion.  The obvious places to look include fencing, porch railing, docks and decks.  
Rusted steel or metal can cause harm due to cuts and if left unattended can cause failure. 

 DECKS AND ALL WOOD SURFACES:  Check for rotted wood that can cause failure and 
splinters that can cause injury.  Check all decks to ensure those structures, railings and 
stairways are sturdy and safe.   

 APPROPRIATE SCREENING:  Check that your air conditioner compressor, generators and 
garbage cans or receptacles are screened from your neighbors and the street.  Yup, I said 
GARBAGE CANS!  City Ordinance requires these items be screened with closely-spaced 
evergreen plantings or a fence. 

 FOUNDATION:  Check your foundation for any openings such as cracks, fissures or holes 
that can allow moisture or insects to enter your structure.  Look for holes around 
foundations, walkways, decks or patios that may be the result of animals.  Also check 
around pipes that enter the foundation walls for voids in the caulking or sealant.  Now 
check that the ground around the home slopes away from the house. 



 YARD GRADE:  Check the grade around your home to ensure that water cannot pool or 
drain against your foundations which can cause leaks in your basement or crawl space.  
Also check any swales which exist in your yard to ensure that water will travel to a storm 
sewer, ditch or the lake.  (Swales are depressions in your lawn which are intended to 
allow water to travel to their designated collections points and prevent water from 
accumulating in your yard.  

 GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS:  Where accessible, check your gutters and downspouts for 
clogs, leaks, corrosion, joint separation and loose fasteners.  A leak in gutters or 
downspouts could cause moisture to enter your structure or foundations.  Downspout 
leaders should extend at least 5 feet from the home to prevent water infiltration.   

 ROOF:  Check your roof for damage as a result of age, animals, debris, wear and tear or 
ice damming.  If your home has experienced ice damming this past or previous winters, 
pay special attention to these areas.  Do not attempt to go onto your roof unless you are 
trained and are wearing the proper fall protection.  Checking gutters and roofs should be 
left to a professional.   Know that the typical life expectancy of a roof is about 20 years, 
but you’ll always want to keep an eye out for missing shingles or any that are curled or 
cracked.  Roof leaks often first occur around openings such as skylights and around 
chimneys.   

 PAINTED SURFACES:  Check all painted surfaces to ensure they are sealed.  A good paint 
will seal the wood and prevent premature rotting or deterioration.  Check all around for 
any caulking that may have cracked or been dislodged.  Caulking is extremely important in 
preventing moisture from entering the structure and it also helps prevent rot, mold and 
mildew. Check your windows and doors for soft wood or obvious damage from rot or 
decay.  These areas should be repaired and sealed with paint. 

 SEAWALL:  If your property is located on a lake or water way, check your seawall or the 
transition between your yard and the water to ensure the soil has not eroded and the 
seawall is in good condition. 

If you have any questions about any of these items please call me at the City 
Offices at (248) 682-2400 or check the City’s website at 
www.CityofOrchardLake.com. 

Meanwhile, have a great spring and summer!   

Don Pratt – Code Enforcement Officer 

http://www.cityoforchardlake.com/

